Disclaimer: this backstory is bs and just an excuse to make some cool new states. I’m also still learning about American Indian history so some of my fictional Indian nations are not super accurate. 
Also, please give me and suggestions how about what and how I should change things that seem not right or super farfetched, as well as any mistakes.
On September 27, 2051, after a highly controversial vote the Navajo nation voted to be come a US state, rather than become an independent nation like many other Indigenous nations. This made it the 53rd state, right after Puerto Rico, and Douglass (Previously known as the District of Columbia), Lincoln and Jefferson. The turn to statehood was fraught with controversy, especially with the situation of the Hopi Tribe, which was situated in the center of Navajo. Hopi Tribal government opted to join the Navajo state, but with “The world’s Biggest Asterisk” as Governor Arellano put it. The state constitution gave special rights to the Hopi Region of the state, making it exempt from certain laws and regulations that would negatively impact the tribes. Most political leaders are part of the Indigenous Peoples Party(IPP), a new party created to represent indigenous peoples in the United States and in Indigenous Counties. The party commonly works in coalition with the American democratic party. While the decision for statehood was made by a majority of the population, it was a slight majority, and many were still upset by the decision. While opposition has remained peaceful, there is a definite tension in the newly formed state. Nonetheless, the states formation has mostly gone without much problem.
